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confirmation, which he conferred on more than
eighty savages; and in the space of three years he
confirmed more than two hundred. This sacrament
exerted its effect wonderfully. The demon increased
his efforts to ruin the mission, attacking both indi-
viduals and the public. The dogique was the first
one attacked, in the loss of one of his children,
named Alexis —a pattern to all the children of that
mission. He was six years old, beloved and ca-
ressed by all the people, of a generous nature, and
given to devotion. This loss threw his parents into
a mortal affliction; they consoled themselves, how-
ever, by offering their child to God.

Poverty is not a scourge of the mission, but an
adjunct which chastens it from time to time. It
was so great last year, and has continued in such a
way this year, that it obliged the mission to leave
the land of la prairie for the purpose of seeking one
a league and a quarter higher up, named the sault St.
Louis, or that of St. Xavier, from the appellation of
the mission. Our Lord assuredly wishes to honor his
poverty in that of the Savages; for it is a companion
which follows them everywhere. Neither do they
ask to be delivered from it, as from the other tempta-
tions of life, because it increases their merit. Be
this as it may, it is the reason which obliged the
mission to change its abode,— which’ occurred nine
years ago, in the month of july. This was not
accomplished without a great deal of trouble. The
missionaries had no other accommodation than a
sorry lodge, and for chapel a cabin of bark, in which
the superior of the mission dwelt in a corner arranged
for the purpose. But God rewarded both the
fathers and the children with the abundant favors



